Incomprehensible Love
There is no better time to reﬂect on God’s love than
during the Easter season.
Over 10 years ago my wife, Eileen, and I had an opportunity to
go to the Holy Lands and that experience changed my life
forever. Before leaving for Israel, my hope and prayer was that
by walking in the very steps of Jesus I might just get a glimpse of
how wide, long, high, and deep God’s love was for me. A glimpse
was all I hoped for since I knew my tiny mind could never fully
appreciate this incomprehensible love.
We came to the Mount of Olives and began reading Luke chapter
22. When we got to Luke 22:41-44, God gave me that glimpse of
His love. These verses tell us Jesus was sweating blood, which is
an actual human condition called hematidrosis, which is rare,
but most often experienced by convicted death row criminals
who are going to their execution. For me, it made sense that
Jesus would experience such agony because of the brutality and
torture He knew He was about to face. But God placed it on my
heart that the overwhelming agony Jesus was experiencing was
the anticipation of the hours He would be separated from His
Father on that cross for me (us). At that moment, I found myself
on my knees weeping uncontrollably as my eyes were opened to
a love beyond comprehension.

A Message from the

Executive Director

The 19th century preacher, Charles Spurgeon, once did a 2-part
sermon on the words Jesus spoke on the cross: My God, My God,
why have you forsaken me? He focused these sermons on just
one of those words…WHY. Spurgeon ended his sermon series
by saying we could spend the rest of our lives meditating on just
that one word and still never truly grasp the answer. That one
word contains all of God’s incomprehensible love. Why…indeed!
While I still can’t understand why the One who holds the
universe in the palm of His hand, would oﬀer me (us) this
incomprehensible love, I pray that we all might irst ind and
then grow in the love found only through Jesus.
“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that
you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be illed to
the measure of all the fullness of God.”
Ephesians 3:16-21

Ron
KID’S KORNER
I think it's kind of insane and it makes me
emotional that people I don't know would
want to help me and support me. It makes
me feel so thankful!

Kid’s Corner

Rylan
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Introducing Karla
Hey ya’ll, LOFL
family. My name
is Karla Mixon. I
am a recent
Louisiana
transplant who
delights in
KARLA MIXON
helping people.
My daily passion
is to walk a joyful path wherever I
go. As a person whose heart is allin for serving others, I have had
one goal throughout my 20-year
career in service. That goal is to
aid people in becoming the best
version of themselves through
education, creating a positive
mindset, and developing life skills.
I earned an AA in Social
Psychology from SLU, was the
owner/operator of a cabinet
company, and a marketing
executive. Most recently, I
partnered with the state of
Louisiana to help reduce
recidivism as Program Director.
When this divine opportunity
arose to become a volunteer for
LOFL in November of last year, I
remember vividly the peace I felt
while sitting inside the center. On
the wall above the front desk was
Ephesian 2:10, which is the same
verse engraved on my heart
necklace. I knew that I wanted to
be a part of this family. I did not
have to twist any arms, but I
brought food just in case. I am a
profoundly grateful child of God,
that does not have a southern
accent, but I will let ya’ll be the
judge. I do like football (Geaux
Tigers) and tasty food but most
importantly seeing people happy.
It is my pleasure to serve as a Life
Skills Coach at LOFL.

Mom’s Night

What’s New
This year has gotten oﬀ to a very busy start, so let’s jump right in!
Mom’s Night Out and Empowerment
Scholarship Account Workshop

having a balloon animal made, visiting
with Dreamer the therapy horse and so
We had our irst Mom’s Night Out at LOFL. much more! The fun did not stop! The
event was rounded oﬀ with savory food
With over 25 women who came together
and
opportunities for families to visit and
for some laughter, socializing and
connect.
Check out the photo collage on
fellowship, this event was a smashing
the
next
page
and all the happy faces.
success. Our guest speaker, Linda Crosby,
infused the night with uplifting messages, Easter Basket
words of encouragement and comradery. Easter Baskets, hooray! As always, our
It was a lovely sight to see so many
Easter baskets are a wonderful treat and
smiling faces.
reminder of God’s unconditional love for
The next morning Linda led a group of
parents through an Empowerment
Scholarship Account (ESA) workshop.
Linda provided an overview of the ESA
program along with some helpful updates.
Linda was able to address individual
questions and provide clari ication about
the program. It was an intimate and
informational workshop with some great
group discussions.
Spring Picnic
Our spring picnic was an incredible
success!! We had over 100 individuals
attend this popular event. How did we
entertain such a large group, you ask?
Well, the activities for the children and
adults were irresistible. Many children
spent their time jumping in the bounce
house, playing with the water feature,

us. Baskets were illed with treats, God’s
word, and some surprises for the kiddos.
With the help of numerous and amazing
volunteers, baskets were either delivered
or mailed to each one of our families.
What a joyous sight.
Tutoring and Technology
Our tutoring program continues to keep
us busy! Our tutors are currently working
diligently to help each child meet their
individual academic goals. To make
tutoring even better, our new interactive
touch screen has arrived and is installed.
Some of our students are already using
this amazing piece of technology to assist
and expand their learning. We cannot wait
to see the great leaps and bounds our
students are going to make.

Tia

Ya’ll are a bunch of surviving,
thrivers. Thank you for welcoming
me with kindness. I look forward
to interacting with all of you.

Karla

Easter Baskets

Technology

Spring 2022

Remembering ROD & JOAN
Rod and Joan Rawlins met in college. He
was on the football team, in ROTC, and
editor of the Oredigger, the student
newspaper, at the Colorado School of
Mines. She was a coed at the University of
Vermont, where she was a cheerleader
and on the ri le team. The distance was
never a barrier, as their families both lived
in the western suburbs of Chicago and
mutual friends had set them up on a blind
date. They quickly fell in love, and when
Rod received his orders from the US Army
to be deployed to Korea in 1951, they put
together a wedding in two weeks. Their
honeymoon was spent driving from
Chicago to Seattle to put Rod on a troop
ship bound for war. Joan returned to
Vermont to inish school. About nine
months and a week after Rod returned
stateside, their irst son was born.

In the 63 years of marriage that followed,
they had ive children, 14 grandchildren
and 14 great-grandchildren.
Joan came to faith in Jesus Christ in the
1970’s, and about 20 years later, Rod
trusted in Jesus. In 1987 they retired and
moved to Sedona. Their marriage was
marked by hospitality and love for others.
They practiced purposeful generosity and
the good work at Leap of Faith Learning
became a favorite cause. Rod passed into
eternity in January, 2015. Joan returned
to Indiana, where she lived near family
until her passing on September 27, 2021,
a few weeks before her 90th birthday.
Their love and generosity have left a
legacy that will impact countless lives for
eternity. Thank you, dear friends!
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Sharing God’s
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Incomprehensible Love
with Children with Special Needs

If you’d like to impact families who have
children with special needs, please
prayerfully consider a one-time donation
or a monthly recurring gift. Your love and
support can completely change the
trajectory of a child’s life and that of their
entire family.

Donate online at:
www.leapoﬀaithlearning.org
Or mail a check to:
Leap of Faith Learning
P.O. Box 3898, Cottonwood, AZ 86326
LOFL is a 501(c)(3) and all donations are tax deductible as
allowed by IRS regulations.
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Leap
Believing in Every Child’s Potential
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928-963-0748
rvierra@leapoﬀaithlearning.com
www.leapoﬀaithlearning.com
P.O. Box 3898
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

William & Joanne
Blatt
Brian & Kristy
Herman
Precision
Structural
Concrete
Rock & Jetta
Meyer
Oxendale Auto
Group
Rod & Joan
Rawlins
Mark & Karen
Vachon
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Scott & Marilyn
Bradley
Henry & Ruby
Brown
Christ’s Church of
Flagstaﬀ
Ann Crisler
“Faith the size of a
mustard seed”
Matthew 17:20
(anonymous)
Ray & Terry Finch
Burt & Joyce
Gerlach
Ryan & Deanna
Harrison
Kenneth &
Christine Herman
Paul & Debbie
Holdren
Hoppy & Judy
Hopkins
Rich & Sandy
Johnson
Joni and Friends
Cindy Maldonado
(In Memory Of)
Les Marquis
(In Loving
Memory)
Don & Penny
Mathieu
Steve & Shirley
Millar
“More of Him, Less
of me” John 3:30
(anonymous)
Ralph & Kay Nye
Doug & Lori Orr
Richard Orr
Matthew Oxendale
Joy Elizabeth Prats
(In Memory Of)
The Rawlins
Family
Chris & Kim Rice
Don & Grace
Scheid
Robert & Suzie
Smith
Jeﬀ & Lori Strayer
Jim & Lori Talley
Paul Vachon &
Family
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Ron & Eileen
Vachon-Vierra
Venture 1:9
Arlene Vierra
(In Memory Of)
Gil & Ruth Vierra
Ken Vierra & Nikita
The Joseph
Voorheis Family
Wayside Bible
Chapel
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Anna Arneson
Joe & Susan Artzer
Dave & Georgia
Coﬀman
CR Angel Network
Jerry & Jo Ann
Craypser
Tom & Debbie
Dale
Sarah Daly
Jeﬀ & Debbie
Drayton
Darrell & Susan
Frederick
Rod Foos
Dr. Richard & Jean
Griesenbeck
Paul Harley
Ken & Tammi
Hermann
Steve & Rita
Horten
Shane & Jodie
Johnson
Kendall & Laura
Kamps
Kevin & Katie
Keller
Paul & Kariina
Kelson
Pat & Laura
Ladeau
Guy & Trisha
Lashlee
Sue & Roy List
Gail McCracken
Norma Misewicz
Andrew & Monica
Olesky
Rosemary Salinas
Matt & Briana
Shires
Dan & Margie
Stephens
Constance Tinkam
Thrivent Financial
Steve & Michelle
Vachon
Erin Vachon-Vierra
Brian & Sarah
Vierra
Paul & Mariko
Wallace
David & Cindy Witt
Karen Yarrish
Marcella Yates
(In Honor Of)

