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So many parents tell me they 

feel like they are pushing a 

boulder uphill as they try to 

instill a sense of value, morality, 

and a positive identity in their 

children.  

That can feel like an impossible task 

when our kids are bombarded by 

media, schools, and all aspects of 

society with a message that is 

divisive, devaluing and even 

dehumanizing to their fragile and 

developing identities.  They are 

being told their value and identity is 

solely contained within a small part 

of their physical makeup and 

human-created ideology.  

But God “does	not	look	at	the	things	

people	look	at.	People	look	at	the	

outward	appearance,	but	the	Lord	

looks	at	the	heart.”		(1	Samuel	16:7). 

In fact, He put “eternity	in	our	

hearts” (Ecclesiastes	3:11) . It's no 

wonder many of us feel 

uncomfortable in our own skin since 

God put a hole in our hearts that 

only He can �ill. All the external 

changes in the world will never �ill 

the void.  

A transformed heart doesn't 

look to those worldly beliefs for 

value or identity but rather to 

God.  

For the follower of Jesus, our 

identity is found in Christ.   “For	we	

are	his	workmanship,	created	in	

Christ	Jesus	for	good	works,	which	

God	prepared	beforehand,	that	we	

should	walk	in	them.”	Ephesians	2:10.	

Other translations use handiwork or 

masterpiece in place of 

workmanship.  

The Greek word from which these 

words are translated is poiema, 

which is where we get the English 

word for poem.  

It's	kind	of	overwhelming	to	think	

that	I'm	God's	masterpiece…I'm	His	

poem.	 

Especially when there are days, I feel 

more like a poem that may have 

been created on National Bad Poetry 

Day....but I'm not.  

A Message from the        

Executive DirectorGod’s Masterpiece

Ron

Does your child feel like God's 

masterpiece or His poem?  Do 

you?

I would never fault anyone for 
pursuing legislative solutions to the 
messages being marketed to our 
children in our society.  However, 
you can't legislate morality.  Just 
look at the Old Testament to see 
how well that worked out.  No, the 
only real and permanent solution is 
a transformed heart through Jesus 
Christ. 

Christmas is the best time to 
consider the only solution God gave 
us to return to an intimate 
relationship with Him and realize 
our true value and identity.  His 
solution didn't come in the form of a 
great warrior or a charismatic 
politician, but rather as a baby in a 
manger.  

As we set about purchasing 
presents for our children, let's 
consider giving them the 
greatest gift of all…Jesus.  

He is the reason for the season!  The 
only One from whom we should 
draw our identity.  Let's show them 
they are fully known and fully loved 
by the Creator of the universe and 
help them realize they are God's 
priceless masterpiece.   
                                                                                  
Merry	Christmas!

In Christ I Am:

LOVED

CHOSEN

ACCEPTED

VALUABLE

NEVER ALONE

SAVED

TREASURED

WONDERFULLY MADE

ENOUGH

FREE

JOHN	3:16

COLOSSIANS	3:12

ROMANS	15:7

LUKE	12:6-7	

JOSHUA	1:9

EPHESIANS	2:8

DEUT.	14:2

PSALMS	139:14

2	COR.	12:9-10

GALATIANS	5:1

Identity
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What’s New

Tia

Mortimer Farms

We were blessed to send over 60 
people to Mortimer Farms' Fall 
Festival in October. The families that 
attended had such a wonderful time. 
They were able to enjoy the 
pumpkin patch, corn maze, rides, 
food and festivities. Just look at the 
smiling faces!

Fall Picnic

Our Fall Picnic was a beautiful day. 
We had several of our new families 
show up along with many of our 
current families. It warmed our 
hearts to see and hear the new 
friendships and connections being 
made while kids played together, 
and parents talked while the music 
played.  See all the happy faces on 
the next page.

What a blessing

This fall, a lovely and generous 
Prescott couple, Bob & Diane, 
donated a puppy to one of our LOFL 
families. The Rathman family was 
ecstatic to welcome this new 
addition to the family. Trinity is 
working hard with her new 
companion, Strudel, and training 

him to be her therapy dog. Trinity is 
so grateful and thankful for her new 
best friend.

Christmas Stockings

Christmas stockings are coming! 
Christmas stockings are coming! On 
the morning of Saturday, December 
17th, our magni�icent staff and 
volunteers will be joyously dropping 
off stockings in the Verde Valley, 
Flagstaff, and the Prescott/Quad 
Cities areas. Each stocking will be 
�illed with love, treats, surprises and 
a very important message about the 
greatest gift we have ever received. 
Be on the lookout for these goodies.

come together and fellowship with 
one another. Currently, the Parent 
Bible Study is meeting on the 2nd 
and 4th Monday of each month. We 
are hoping to be able to expand the 
Bible study to more parents by 
providing childcare starting in 
January. 

Night to Shine

SAVE THE DATE! Night to Shine is 
coming to Cottonwood! It is going to 
be held on Friday 2/10 from 6pm – 
9pm. This event is for boys and girls 
with special needs aged 14-22. It's 
being hosted by Vineyard Christian 
Fellowship in partnership with 
LOFL. Night to Shine has been fully 
funded by the Tim Tebow 
Foundation. If you would like to 
learn more about Night to Shine, 
check out this link:  
www.timtebowfoundation.org

A �lyer and invitation will be coming 
soon.

Fun with Friends

Natalie is working on developing a 
new social skills program called 
“Fun with Friends.” The goal is to 
give all our children an opportunity 
to develop good social skills and 
new friendships all while having fun 
in a low-pressure/sensory sensitive 
setting. Fun with Friends will be 
starting in January or February 2023 
and will be open to all ages! WOO 
HOO! More info to come so be sure 
to watch your emails.

It's not just the changing of seasons that has so much going on, so do we at Leap of Faith Learning. 

Parent Bible Study

We had 3 new parents join our 
Parent Bible Study group. It is 
always so delightful when parents of 
children with special needs can 

https://www.timtebowfoundation.org/ministries/night-to-shine


Christmas 2022

FUN, FOOD &
FELLOWSHIP
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Thank You to All Who Minister to Our Families

Leap

Believing in Every Child’s Potential

 928-963-0748

rvierra@leapoffaithlearning.com

P.O. Box 3898 
Cottonwood, AZ  86326

www.leapoffaithlearning.com

We view Leap of Faith Learning as 
merely a platform by which our 
wonderful supporters come along 
side and serve these families and 
their children who are truly God’s 
workmanship.  With our youngest 
child being 2 years old, we know we 
may be serving some families for 20 
years until the student reaches the 
age of 22.  While every dollar helps 

us assure our parents they are not 
alone, we are recognizing our 
regular, ongoing, Champion & Hero-
level donors through the Wall of 
Hope.  We want to put your name on 
our Wall of Hope to recognize this 
ongoing support our children need.  
Monthly donors giving $40 or more 
for individuals or $100 or more for 
organizations and Hero/Champion 
level onetime donors will have their 
names (or the names of loved ones) 

permanently inscribed on our Wall 
of Hope.     

Would you consider giving the 
gift of hope?  Any size donation 
gets us one step closer to 
helping another child unlock 
their God-given potential.

If you’d like to support families who 
have children with special needs, 
please prayerfully consider a 
monthly recurring gift or send a 
one-time donation by check to: 

Leap of Faith Learning   
P.O. Box 3898 
Cottonwood, AZ  86326
Donate online using the QR code 
or by going to:  
www.leapoffaithlearning.org 

There is Still Time....
...to have a transformational impact on a family with special needs!  LOFL is not yet fully 
funded for 2022 and we have families applying for services every month.  Please 
prayerfully consider becoming a part of the LOFL family. Will you give the gift of hope 
to the 9 children on our waiting list this Christmas? 

• Ray & Terry Finch

• Burt & Joyce 
Gerlach

• Ryan & Deanna 
Harrison

• Kenneth & Christine 
Herman

• Paul & Debbie 
Holdren

• Hoppy & Judy 
Hopkins

• Rich & Sandy 
Johnson

• Joni and Friends

• John & Paula Mahon

• Cindy Maldonado (In 
Memory Of)

• Les Marquis (In 
Loving Memory)

• Don & Penny 
Mathieu

• Steve & Shirley 
Millar

• “More of Him, Less 
of me”

John 3:30  
(anonymous)

• Ralph & Kay Nye

• Doug & Lori Orr

• Richard Orr

• Matthew Oxendale

• Joy Elizabeth Prats 
(In Memory Of)

• Rawlins Family

• Daniel & Sharon 
Rawlins 

• Chris & Kim Rice

• Dennis & Karen 
Richards

• Don & Grace Scheid

• Robert & Suzie 
Smith

• Jeff & Lori Strayer 

• Jim & Lori Talley

• Paul Vachon & 
Family

• Ron & Eileen 
Vachon-Vierra

• Venture 1:9

• Arlene Vierra (In 
Memory Of)

• Gil & Ruth Vierra

• Ken Vierra & Nikita

• The Joseph 
Voorheis Family

• Wayside Bible 
Chapel

• Charlie & Ellen Yates

Friend/Supporter 
Donors:

• Amazon Smile

• Anna Arneson

• Joe & Susan Artzer

• Avondale Baptist 
Church

• Jerry & Jo Ann 
Craypser

• Tom & Debbie Dale

• Sarah Daly

• Jeff & Debbie 
Drayton

• Darrell & Susan 
Frederick

Hero Donors:

• William & Joanne 
Blatt

• Brian & Kristy 
Herman
Precision Structural 
Concrete

• Rock & Jetta Meyer

• Oxendale Auto 
Group

• Rod & Joan Rawlins

• Mark & Karen 
Vachon

Champion Donors:

• Scott & Marilyn 
Bradley

• Henry & Ruby Brown

• Christ’s Church of 
Flagstaff

• Ann Crisler

• “Faith the size of a 
mustard seed”
Mathew 17:20  
(anonymous) 

• Rod Foos

• Dr. Richard & Jean 
Griesenbeck

• Gary & Barbara 
Gullone

• Paul & Terri Harley 

• Steve & Rita Horten

• Shane & Jodie 
Johnson

• Kaelynn & Rylee

• Kevin & Katie Keller

• Paul & Kariina 
Kelson

• Kroger

• Pat & Laura Ladeau

• Guy & Trisha Lashlee

• Sue & Roy List

• Gail McCracken

• Miller Valley Baptist 
Church 

• Norma Misewicz 

• Andrew & Monica 
Olesky

• Roger Pollack

• Harvey 
Quackenbush

• Philip Rawlins (In 
Memory Of)

• Danita Rios

• Rosemary Salinas

• Matt & Briana Shires

• Dan & Margie 
Stephens

• Constance Tinkam

• Thrivent Financial

• Alex & Kim Torre-
Tasso

• Jude Vachon (In 
Memory Of) 

• Steve & Michelle 
Vachon

• Brian & Sarah Vierra 

• Paul & Mariko 
Wallace

• Bill & Debbie 
Winterburn

• David & Cindy Witt

• Karen Yarrish
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